18                  THINGS ANCIENT AND MODERN

day: I know from the testimony of a very trust-
worthy eyewitness of one school where a boy of my
generation was publicly flogged for using the word
" fool" It is true that he had called the Head Master
a fool, though not to his face, but it was very clearly
explained that that had nothing to do with it. He
had used a word forbidden by the highest authority,
and the school shuddered at the thought that it had
nursed a blasphemous viper in its bosom. I should
not tell this story if I did not know it to be true:
similar scenes may, for all I know, be enacted to-day
among the Fundamentalists in Tennessee, but it is
improbable that they have occurred in England in
the last half-century.